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Learning Activity

Name: ______________________________

Below is a broadside from the opening of the Erie Canal. A broadside is like a large poster that gives
information for the public. 

Why would people hold a Grand Celebration for the opening of the Erie Canal? What does this tell you about
the importance of the opening of the Erie Canal? Write your answer on a separate piece of paper using details
from the article and documents.

For more activities using this document see https://considerthesourceny.org/new-york-archives-jr/summer-2025

Directions: Read the Broadside. Fill in the table.
A larger table is available in the online resources. 

https://considerthesourceny.org/new-york-archives-jr/summer-2025


What
What is being

planned?

A Grand Celebration
an illumination
a public dinner
a public ball

a salute
ringing of the bells

When 26 Oct 1825

Where
What city?

Geneva

Why
Why are these
events being

held?

People are excited
that the canal will
be open and used.

Learning Activity Name: ______________________________

Directions: Read the Broadside. Fill in the table.
A larger table is available in the online resources. 

Below is a broadside from the opening of the Erie Canal. A broadside is like a large poster that gives
information for the public. 

Why would people hold a Grand Celebration for the opening of the Erie Canal? What does this tell you about
the importance of the opening of the Erie Canal? Write your answer on a seperate piece of paper using details
from the article and documents.

For more activities using this document see https://considerthesourceny.org/new-york-archives-jr/summer-2025
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