
Learning Activity

Is Mr. Boe for or against the
Beaver becoming NYS’s official

animal?

Name: ______________________________
Extras - For or Against?

A letter from Mr. Jason Boe
President 

Oregon State Senate 
to New York State 

Governor Hugh Carey.

1/3

Underline or highlight the text that
helped you understand Mr. Boe’s

opinion about the Beaver
becoming NYS’s official animal.



Learning Activity

Is Mr. Smith for or against
the Beaver becoming NYS’s

official animal?

Name: ______________________________

Mr. Bernard Smith
NYS Senator

Letter to New York State
Governor Hugh Carey

2/3

Underline or highlight the text
that helped you understand

Mr. Smith’s opinion about the
Beaver becoming NYS’s official

animal.

Extras - For or Against?



Learning Activity Name: ______________________________

Mr. Boe’s Claim

Mr. Smith’s Claim

Supporting Details 

Supporting Details 

Mr. Boe
President

Oregon State Snenate

Mr. Smith
NYS Senator

3/3
Vote Yes for 

Beavers!

Extras - For or Against?



Learning Activity Name: ______________________________

Mr. Boe’s Claim

Mr. Smith’s Claim

Supporting Details 

Supporting Details 

Mr. Boe
President

Oregon State Snenate

Mr. Smith
NYS Senator

3/3KEY
Vote Yes for 

Beavers!

The Beaver is the state symbol of Oregon and should not be the state
symbol of New York.

When Oregon was
still a territory,
it had money with
a beaver on it
called Beaver
Money.

The Beaver is the
mascot of Oregon
State University.

The back side of
the Oregon state
flag has a golden
beaver on it.

Oregon was, in part,
developed because
trappers came in
search of the beaver,
almost making it go
extinct (and some of
the trapperes were
likely from NYS).
Beavers are now
thriving in Oregon.

The frequent site
of a beaver on
the river banks in
Oregon brings the
citizens joy.

Governor Carey should reconsider the Beaver Bill and sign it into law
making it the official animal symbol of New York State.

Mr. Smith thinks
that Mr. Boe’s
letter was written
in jest (for fun). 

The first flag of
New York was a
white field with a
beaver on it. This
was in
Revolutionary
days, long before
Oregon was
settled.

Many of our
other symbols
are shared with
other states.

The bill was
talked about on
the radio and in
the press. The
ideas “appealed
to the public”. 

Extras - For or Against?




