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Kristina Savoca's Ladybug Lane

Neighbors
Honor Work
For Ladybug

By Laura Muha
and Tonya Smith

ou won't find a steet named
“Ladybug Lane,” on any map
of Suffolk County.
But residents on Clarissa
Lane in Commack decided to tempo-
rarily rename their street last week
to honor one of their neighbors, Kris-
tina Savoca, for her role in having
New York State make the ladybug
the state’s official insect.

In 1980, while a student at Winni-
comac Elementary School, 10-year-
old Kristina wrote a letter to then
Gov. Hugh Carey requesting that the
ladvbug be named the offical state
bug. Carey wrote back suggesting she
write Assemb. Robert Wertz (R-Nis-
sequogue) asking him to sponsor
such a bill.

She did — not once — but on nu-
merous occasions. And every year
Wertz would introduce the bill that it

Name:

The Rest of the Story....

For Kristina Savoca, finally having her idea become a law 9 years later was exciting! Read this
news article from Newsday, published on Sunday, 20 August 1989, to learn how her community
celebrated her work.

-

seemed would never get past the
State Senate. Finally, this year it did,
and last month, Gov. Mario Cuomo
signed legislation designating the la-
dybug the official state insect.

*1 think it’s important to recognize
someone who made such an achieve-
ment,” said Smithtown Town Super-
visor Patrick Vecchio. *‘Besides, any-
one who can get the State Legislature
to act is deserving of recognition.”

Vecchio said that Kristina’s moth-
er, Connie, called him requesting that
the street be renamed in honor of her
daughter’s achievement. But Connie
Savoca said it was their neighbor Ben
Guterman and others who conceived
the idea.

““Everybody got together on the
street and said that even though it's
a state event, it's a very personal
thing for Smithtown,” Guterman
said.

So last Monday, the town traffic
safety department put up the addi-
tional sign as about 50 of Kristina's

neighbors and friends looked on. Vec-
chio said the creation of Ladybug
Lane is the first time the town has
honored someone's individual
achievement. Tomorrow, when the
street-sign comes down, it will be giv-
en to Kristina as a souvenir.

“It feels really great,” said 20-year
old Savoca, now a junior marketing
major at State University at On-
eonta.

Summarize this article
using the chart to the
right.

Artwork that was gifted to
Kristina when her bill was
signed.
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Artwork that was gifted to
Kristina when her bill was
signed.

Use details from the text to explain
why Kristina’s street was temporarily
renamed “Ladybug Lane”.






