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Consider My Sources (1995-1998)

Secondary Sources for Context

Broad Histories: 1930s Depression/New Deal in Nation
and New York State. Monographs, Articles.

Primary Sources

PERSONAL CONNECTIONS: Family, Friends, Students
CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT in 1920s/1930s, Maps.

Newspapers, local & regional, 1930s.

Oral Histories

Historical Society Archives: local, county; caveats
Cornell Cooperative Extension, 1930s Newsletters
Cornell University, Ithaca. Milkshed Archives



1930°’s Milk Strikes: New York Counties

Albany * Lewis
Broome « Madison
Chemung  Monroe
Chenango * Montgomery
Clinton » Onondaga
Cortland * Oneida
Columbia * Ontario
Delaware * Oswego
Dutchess » Otsego
Eranklin e Schenectady
—ulton « Schoharie
Herkimer ' S_eneca

o * Tioga
_ivingston

« Wayne



Strike Begins in Boonville, Oneida County, New York,
Boonville Herald, Aug. 1, 1933.
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State Troopers Not Wanted.

Boonville Fair Will Be Operated This Year
Without Them. “Although it has been the
custom in past years to secure a detail of
state police for the Boonville Fair, the
association has announced trooper
protection will not be sought for the coming

neonsclanenna bn o aneelilod hat

exposition. Fair officials feel it unwise to
have state police on hand in view of the
present strong resentment against them in
that section after the trouble in Boonville
during the recent milk strike.” Journal &
Republican, Lewis County (August 31, 1933)



“MILK WAR STRIFE
OVER WIDE AREA”

Turbulent Times at Waterville
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Rush Through Mob muchine

| When State Troopers Rush |
210 Crowd--Acts Are Protested

MILK WAR STRE
OVER WIDE AREA

(Troopers snd Sk Strikers Hurt
in Clashes at Onskany
and West Winfield

The amazing hpld'(y with which
the milk striko has spread through-
out Contrul New York was manifest-
od fn disordors between lroopers
#iid RUriKers — which— occurred—at
Orlskany and West Winficld over
tho week-ond.

Twenty-four troopers under (,lv-
taln Stephen McGrath and five dep-
utfes of Sheriff A, E. Ellingor's de-
partment, under Criminal Deputy
Charles Gaffney, wore convoying &
truckload of milk Saturday morn-
Ing to tho Borden plant in ldcl\:
when they clashed with striking
dafrymen about a mile and & half
from Orlskany villago.

Capt. McGrath Injured h

l'\ llm mlx -up, (1p'nlu I\ICG'Il

* “The amazing rapidity
with which the milk
strike has spread
throughout Central New
York was manifested in
disorders between
troopers and strikers
which occurred at
Oriskany and West
Winfield over the

”
wee kend « Boonville Herald, August
10, 1933.



“STRIKERS FIRE ON MILK
CONVOY” — August 10, 1933

7 MILK cOmot

Troopm . y Return  Fire as thc
.| Strikers Take Shots at
© Milk Truck Escort

H rkimer—A dozen shots fired
‘| fron hi h~pmv od . rm by milk
: Lriker aled in onse wood-
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tb ankers, endange ringth live
five p eeeeee e
Troopers Return Fire -
The shooting occurred -about 8
ou the ‘Mohawk Valley Turnpiko

e-fourth of a mile west of East| °

come from the guns of.two or three
strikers, located to the north of the

highway,

STHNERS FIRE O |

 “Herkimer -- A dozen

shots fired from high-
powered rifles by milk
strikers concealed In
a dense woodlot, on a
convey of eight milk
tank trucks.... ...

The shooting
occurred about 8 on

the Mohawk Valley
Turnpike....”



Class Issues: Opposition to 1933 Milk Strikes

Richfield Spring Mercury, 1933.

“MASS MEETING OF
NON-STRIKING DAIRY
FARMERS, representing
500 milk producers of
county. Dairylea and
Sheffield join forces at
meeting. Assured
Oneonta Police and D&H
Railroad police & deputy
sheriffs on guard.”

Myron G. Brenner, attorney of Ann
Street, Little Falls, who is likewise
a farmer owner and president of
the Herkimer County Trust
Company, has wired Governor H.H.
Lehman, relative to the milk strike
in that vicinity. He says: “Behalf of
many conservative dairymen
desiring to deliver milk at station.
Ask protection. Raid, gangs
number 4 to 40 dumping and
polluting milk. Present returns for
milk insufficient, but no
justification for strike against State
authority. Present condition
menace life & property. Please
recall strikes of Boston police.”



1939 MILK STRIKES

From New York: A Guide to the Empire State. Courtesy of New York History.

l_n Otsego County, N.Y., in 1939.



Sheffield Producers Cooperative Association vs. Dairy Farmers Union

’The Shefheld Producer

—~ a2
rUELI‘HED MONT)«LY B" TLE SHFH’IFLD PRODUCI”IS COODEQ/\TIVE ASSOCIATION |NC

VOLUME FOURTEEN SYRAC N Y. JUNE, 193 NUMBER SIX

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sheffield Producers Cooperative Assoc1atxon, Inc.

“DIRECTING STRIKE activities of
members of the Dairy Farmers’
Union in Chenango county, Sam
Schou maps strike strategy at his
farm home in Bainbridge.”

« Sam Schou immigrated from
Denmark in 1927.




1939 MILK STRIKE
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Watertown Daily Times. Courlesy of New York History.




THE DAIRY FARMERS' UNION
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“We have kept our
machinery going with
haywire.

Our barns are falling to
pieces

We have kept dealer
profits at an all time high,
and

Our families have been
without comforts and
conveniences.”



“Cheers for Milk Strike Pickets”
Walton, August 17, 1939

Two_Crowley
Milk Trucks
Are Stopped

{Entire Contents of One
Dumped, and Case of
the Other

Cheers for wrly "
Milk: Strike o e
P liore Water Instead of Milk
¥I’f("\('tb Flows From Truck of
Walton, Aug. Drought-Hit Farmer

er Inste

W
that eariler (n
truck  owne
atopped by

“Two Crowley Milk Trucks
Are Stopped ...a large tank
truck owned by Sheffield
was stopped by strikers at
Pork Eddy also on Route
17, east of Peakville. The
pickets opened the valve on
the tank and allowed the

milk to spread over the
highway.”



MILK WAR STRATEGY MAP

e N | AT UPTON - WATION'S LARGEST
: . Y YESTERDAY,; MA
SO% COMEBACK TDDAY.

WALTON - CENTER OF STRIKE
Y |ACTIVITY (v PEIAWARE COUNT|
!

ROCKDALE - DUNPING,
LTTEREST FEHTING
I STRIKE AREA,

DRIED UP

WORWICH - DUMPING | (
MILK AND FICRTING| '\ = =,

MILK WAR STRATEGY MAP as cmbattled New York State farmers
and strikers fight it out to the last can. Flying squadron of Delaware courity
strikers hits Route 17 in Sullivan county below Roscoe as tank truck drivers,
reroufed from Hudson Valley, tried to skip the sirvike area by going to Syra-
cuse, Rochester, thence down to Route 17 at Klmira and through Binghamton
to New York. Milk from North Country is picked up along the northern leg
of the route.

“Mt. Upton, nation’s largest
plant, dry yesterday, made
50% come back today.

Walton — Center of strike
activity in Delaware County,
Dumping and violence at
Delhi. Other Delaware Milk
Plants nearly dry.

Bainbridge, Greene, Brisben
and Oxford dried up.

Norwich. Dumping milk and
fighting.
Roscoe — Truckloads of milk

strikers cut off milk tank trucks
on Route 17.”



“BOTTLES AND MILK CAN COVERS are hurled
at defiant truck driver ... as striking farmers
overtake and attack this truck on the Mt. Upton-
Rockdale road.”

 “BULLETIN: Guns blazed
for the first time today In
the violent NY state milk
strike as a Dairymen’s
League truck was
ambushed by strikers
near Central Bridge on
the Binghamton-Albany

| road....The tank truck

oh was punctured.”

BULLETIN | Hig




' High Spots of Milk: Strike

=
Fiying squadron of 40 pickets sent from Walton to block Route ”'-i
{ i

Picacts say Broome drive opens tomorrow,

On¢ illed in Bradford counly, Pa.' y

Two injured at Mt. Upton League plant, mation's largest,
Ticga drive opens at Smithboro today lwith no vioclence,
Sheffield receipts at Walton cut from 685,009 to 4,000 pounds.

Borden diy milk piant at Balnbr!d*e recei\ea 1,500 pounds: in-
stcad of 30,000,

Flaw largely shut off {n Chenango and Delaware county.

Pour plants sign up with Dairy Farmers' Unlon.

Extra deputies sworn {n throughout Tier. ;

Two Crowley Milk Co. vane stopped fn Delaware couniy. Full
bettles in one smashed. ; ' )

New York rejects much milk because ot bacler:a content.

Mayor LaGuardia to parley with big distributing compa.mes on
Whether milk should be hermitted to conte in from Besten, “‘lts"kr”“
glieda. ' %, s
' Avrchie Wrigh!, linjon head, wires N, Y. any (‘XlG!\SiO‘n.-Of N?‘:,'
York milkshed would “impoverish farmers, cnrvich the ‘milk trust'”

‘




“Tier Violence Spreads with
Raiders Drying up More Plants”

BLOCKADIN G ROUTE 17

orrzdor and Bo der Areas

Aug. 17, 1939: Gov. Lehman
“directed every available state
trooper today to highway duty
In the milk strike area to
prevent any interference with
th$klawful transportation of
milk.” ...

Blockades of all main
highways leading from the milk
producing Southern Tier into
New York city were
established this afternoon.

One hundred strikers guarded
the Liberty highway at the crest
of Hawk mountain near
Hancock.”



“Tank Trucks to Be Stopped on
N.Y. Runs’

T « "AFTER THIS destruction

BLOCKADING ROUTE 17 of milk at Kerr’s creek
,orrzdor" qnd Borde Areas highway in Delaware

to Be Stopped
onN. Y. Runs
Tier Vielence Spreads With

county, these rioting
strikers joined a flying
squadron of Delaware
farmers in an attack on
giant tank truck traffic
to New York city, hitting
first on Route 17, near

= East Branch.”

.......




Cobleskill, N. Y.—.
‘he Dairymen’s League
Cooperative association
ordered milk tank]|
trucks held at ik re
ceiving stations today
"watil further orders.”

centratrons of
b>-swinging  farmers’

ky passes of r
ills along |

l‘_!u

o ™
2

in fie roc
the Catsk
Route 17, set up as a de- |
tour far milk tank cars ’
from upslale, were re-

ported by Binghamlcnl
I)l‘(fSS {lffl(! men f" om l}lc ‘

vicinily of Hancock and
Rasc rly this afl
noon. h id
picket

wgoning
down on the 2,000-
gallon trucks, slowed i;)‘ !
i the steep grades, and )
E nashing nozzles when
i drivers refused to open

1 valves.

+  With violence increas-
ing across the Southern
Tier milk strike front, al
fying squadres of 40!
prekets from Walton
headed for Sullivan
1 L L

“With violence increasing across the
Southern Tier milk strike front...”

“Concentrations of club-
swinging farmers in the
rocky passes of the
Catskills along Route
17.... ... Pickets were
swooping down on the
2,000-gallon trucks,
slowed by the steep
grades, and smashing
nozzles when drivers
refused to open valves.”



“PAVEMENT TURNS WHITE as 2,000
gallons of milk are dumped from tank
truck by pickets on guard at Mt. Upton.”

P — e
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ELre o tvan " ‘

PAVEMEN 2 ~TTlote b7 C. . Whit
tank truck hy ,)f{n?siﬁﬁfﬁff{'ﬁ 'I‘Jf =.060 gallons of milk are dump;({‘ f‘;"o"r;‘: :
liam Evans Dairy Co. of Bt'&okl(vn? . Upton. The truck is owned by the Wil-

\o !
’



Part Il
Eastern-European Immigrant Dairy Farmers
In the 1939 Milk Strikes in Central New York.

Thesis: Previous experiences of Eastern
European immigrants in the “old country”
and here, especially in labor strikes in coal
flelds, lumber camps and factories,
iInfluenced their choices as dairy farmers In
Central New York, during the 1930s Milk
Strikes, e.g., joining the milk strikes, the
Dairy Farmers Union, and forming milk
cooperatives



Couto, Richard. Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me Round: The
Pursuit of Racial Justice in the Rural South.
Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1991.

According to Couto,

“human beings acquire and impart truth by stories. The people
... are presented as narrators of stories about the truth of their
conditions and their efforts. ... These stories, traditions, and values are
the history of a group that holds them together and separates them
from others. The more marginal and powerless a group is, the more
Important is its own history as self-definition.

The group’s stories, its history, preserves its self-esteem and
worth, and refutes the interpretations of their subordinate status as
promulgated by the dominant, privileged class.” (Couto,9)

Couto’s research revealed that the remembered
experiences, i.e., the stories of past struggles and activism,
became the bedrock, the motivation for activism when faced with
new challenges.



Geography & Ethnicity of Research

 Otsego County: Fly Creek Valley, Roseboom,
Worcester: Slovenians.

* Richfield Springs: mixed Eastern European (EE).

 Herkimer County: Little Falls & Stark area: Mixed EE,
especially Slovakians.

« Montgomery County; Fort Plain & St. Johnsville: mixed
EE, especially Ukrainians.

 Oneida County; Boonville, Potato Hill area: Polish.
* Lewis County: Constableville & Tug Hills area:

* Mixed EE, especially Hungarian and Polish. Greig, Turin,
Glenfield area: Hungarian.

« Delaware County, Margaretville, Hubbell Hill area:
mixed Eastern European ethnicity, especially Ukrainians.



WORCESTER AREA
SLOVENIANS

2"d Generation, Slovenian Dairy Farmer

Father left “old Country, due to constant wars; sick of the Turks and
the Itallans and Germans, one war after another.

Worked in Mazola Corn Oil factory in lllinois; labored in unhealthy
conditions, working in cold water, suffering pneumonia.

Witnessed labor activism, as workers organized for better pay.

Moved to Worcester to farm and to save his health; remembered
need to be well organized.

At a dairy strike meeting, he advised: “Let’s get really organized, like
out west in the factorles let's get really organized, get really tight
and then strike.” Believed they struck too soon.

Grandson is an activist dairy farmer.
(Interview, Quinn, mid 1990s)



Social Clubs & Mutual Benefit Societies
Aided Ethnic Communities in Achieving
Social, Economic, and Political Solidarity
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Ukrainian Progressive Club
of St. Johnsville area.

Michael Rapacz, formerly of Little Falls, had moved to
St. Johnsville when he was fired for suspected union
organizing in Little Falls in 1912, following textile mill
strike.

He opened a general store that served the dairy farmers,
including many Eastern European immigrants, especially
Ukrainians.

Rapacz constructed a building near his general store
that served as the meeting place for the Ukrainian
Progressive Club.

Dairy Farmers Union held its Montgomery County
meetings in the Ukrainian Hall in St. Johnsville, with
George Matis as Chairman. (Farmers Defender, DFU
publication, 1939)



"Farmers’ Independent Benevolent
Society” of Fly Creek

1926: Slovenians from Fly Creek Valley, Christian Hill,
the village of Fly Creek, Snowdon Hill, and Phoenix Mills
formed a lodge, a mutual benefit society.

Lodge provided insurance: “dues were a dollar a month;
sick pay a dollar a day, and a death benefit of $200.”

Early business records were written in Slovenian.

1929: Members built a lodge hall, on edge of a member's
cornfield. Gathering place for social events, e.g.,
dances, has come to be called “The Cornfield Hall.”



The Fly Creek Slovenians & Chain Migration

“These friends of Dad and
Mother’s wrote to my parents
about coming to buy a farm,

how nice it was here. In the

The Fly Crosk & meantime, my dad got killed [in
Slovenians a coal mine in Wyoming].
Am;;mh Mother remarried, and my step-
father was interested in
"Folk Mind" 7 farming, he worked in the coal

mines too. So we came down
here. The same way with other
Slovenians around here. One
of them came here first, and
they’d have friends, and they’d
write to them, and that’s how

June 4, 1973

they settled in here.” (marsh p. 8)



Excepts from Marsh and Quinn Interviews with Slovenian-Americans

After labor and union
experience in coal fields of
Pennsylvania and lumber
camps of West Virginia,
Frank Trinkaus moved his
family to Fly Creek to farm.

Frank was one of the
founding directors of the Fly
Creek Valley Co-operative.

In August 1939, his wife,
Gertrude Trinkaus, along
with their sons, was
arrested for dumping milk in
Worcester area, as part of a
“flying squadron.” (quinn, 1996

interview, Trinkaus Family Member)

“Practically all our people came
from coal mines, some from
Alabama, some from
Wisconsin, lllinois,
Pennsylvania, Wyoming, a lot
from West Virginia. And almost
everyone of them had large
families.” (Informant A, 2/7/73, Marsh p. 7)

In western states’ copper
and iron mines: “Those
little companies, they
didn’t give a darn about a
human life, as long as
they could make a fast

dollar and get out.” (informant
C, 2/19/73, Marsh, p. 5)



“A loyal Member of the Dairy Farmers Union,
Kalan looks to unions and cooperatives
for better living.”

A loyol member of the Doiry Farmers Union, Kalon
looks 1o weices ond cooperatives for beter living.



Why Michael Kalan of Fly Creek Valley
Joined the Dairy Farmers Union
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Dairy Farmers Union — DFU & Fly Creek Valley Cooperative

\ REPRINTED
from

Frida¥y--

C

ONSUMER- FARMER
OOPERATION PAYS

"PISRAPHIC STORY of how
dairy f and
have both benefited by
working together.

~
FARMERS ALONE CAN'T do
it. Consumersalone can‘tdoit.
Together they can control the
middle-man milk monopoly.

Fly Creek Valley Cooperative, Inc.

Fly Creck, New York

@

__Consumer-Farmer Milk Cooperative, Inc.

215 Fourth Ave., New York, N. Y.

DFU joined Dairy Farmers in
Upstate New York Milkshed with
Workers in NYC.

Goal: Steady Market & Fair Price for
both.

Eliminate milk dealer/ middleman.

Meyer Parodneck, NYC
lawyer/organizer, worked with Fly
Creek Cooperative & Worcester

Cooperative. Flyer: 9/18/39: Delhi, NY
speech.

Otsego DFU representatives at DFU
meeting in Utica:

Dann Wickham, Fly Creek Valley,
chairman,

William Kodrich, Christian Hill,
secretary-treasurer,

Albert Kern of Hartwick.
(The Freeman’s Journal, August 30, 1939)



Fly Creek Valley Co-Operative’s 20" Anniversary brochure,
remembering “Burning the 1938 Co-Op Mortgage” in 1940 Celebration

RK
C | b ating 20rh Anniversory

“Consumer-Farmer

Cooperation Pays: Fly Creek
Valley Cooperative, Inc., Fly
Creek, New York.” brochure,

Friday, December 6, 1940, vol.

1, no. 39. Copy from the late
Mrs. Mary Stucin, West
Oneonta, NY., circa 1997

At the celebration, little
girls received cloth dolls.
Mary Stucin is the mother
here with her daughter,
Maryann.



FCVMC’'s 1938 Mortgage Burning
Celebration, Nov. 9, 1940

roight trom the donce
doing a square dance.

' " [———,
They Tuinned b speeshes by oficich of theiv cooperative and by Gty

MORTGAGE BURNING

While a Thousand Cheering Farm Folk Celebrate, the
Fly Creek Valley MFlk Cooperative Opens An Era

As of oll feive occoions, boy met girl when the Fly The

dies Awailiory of the Fly Cr
Croek Volley Coope formers. threw Whelr shindig,
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Dairy Farmers’ Chance to Celebrate

Michael Kalan described

Archie Wright, Chairman of the
the ceremony as

Dairy Farmers Union, was
a grand dream come true. happy to attend the celebration.

Michael Kalan described the cere-
mony as a grand dream come {rve.
>

Smiling, bespectacled Archie Wright,
who is Chairman of the Dairy Farmers
Union, celebrated by making one of
the few speeches of the occasion.



CONTINUITY: “30 Otsego Farmers
Dump Milk”™ Summer 1986

30 Otsego far
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Ciiff P. Brunner dumps milk down the drain.
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Milk strike

:Cenlinued from Page 1A

* for $10 per hundredweight and
“gotit

“+ A member of Eastern Milk Pro-

-ducers, Konchdr said he'll dump

about 1,500 pounds of milk every
ther day “for as long as it takes.”
= Farmers joining the strike yester-
~day said they're anxious to see how
“inuch support they'll get
% “Government policy is eliminat
“ing farmers,” said Ben Eckman of
“Milford Center, who yesterday said
“be dumped 1,200 pounds of milk
+‘We simply let the government and
“Yonsumers price our product.”
-« Linda M. Fortin of Wales, Maine,
igxd her husband yesterday
dumped 4,000 pounds of milk
=*"For every dollar we make on the
m, we receive only 52 cents
Worth of services. What we are
~asking for is one dollar's worth of

By LINDA JUMP

into a cornfield

Otsego Corresponden
COOPERSTOWN — About 30
Otsego Ccun!)' farmers yester
day got together to cheer each
other on in the start of a milk
to protest low prices.
(T Frank Nowicki of Christian
Hill near Cooperstown, a local
trike organizer, got the protest
ing when he turned the valve
t the base of the steel storage
|gank in his milk barm and re-
eased about $250 worth of milk
into a- field. The milk rep-
resented two days of milking 28
| lcows on his farm, he said.
" Down the road, Cliff P. Brun-
er flipped the switch to re-
lease milk down a drain and

said they wanted to give the
milk to the needy, but couldn't
find anyone to transport it
Farmers can't simply refuse to
milk their cows because the ani
mals require daily milkings
Otsego County farmers yes-
terday joined dairymen in other
arts of New York, Maine and
isconsin in starting what they
hope will become an effective
nationwide strike for higher

Hg 5

will continue to dump.”

Brunner said.

Both men  procko: De

terday.
“How do we know?"

Herkimer counties,
[, Stanley Konchar
| farmer _on

mers dump milk ¢

Nowicki said dairymen are
paid $11.86 per hundredweight

“After deductions, | get $10
per hundredweight. (Consum
ers) are still paying the same
price for milk, but the farmers
are receiving less,” he sai-
d. “As long as progress is be-
ing made (with the strike), |

“We're staging this dumping
to show other farmers we're
willing to take drastic actions. 1
would urge all farmers to join
us. The more that join in, the
sooner we'll get the job done,”

Organizers said it was hard to
estimate the number of farmers
Smiﬂ;minf in the strike from,

aware, Chenango,|
Broome and Tioga counties yes-

Nowicki
asked, adding that no organiza
tional meetings' were held for
farmers outside of Otsego and

5 79, 2 dairy
hristian Hill, said
| The strike will be effectve, It

marks the third strike in which
Konchar has participated in 52

milk prices, The farmers said
they want a payment standard
of $23.10 per 100 pounds of
milk — 12.5 gallons — because
they say that's whar it costs

\ years as a dairy farmer. After
|2 milk strike in 1937, Konchar
| said” the hundfedweight price
| went from 80 cents to $2.60 and
| in 1965 farmers went on strike

them to produce that amount

begins —
service for one dollar’s worth of
milk,” she said.

Fortin said ber husband plans to
dump his milk “until he can get
what it costs to produce the milk or
until be goes out of business.”

She said 490 farmers near Elbian,
Maine, have dumped milk in sy
port of higher prices and about 10

rcent to 15 percent of the dairy
armers in Mame have joined the
strike.

Russell 0. Likeness of Cofax,
Wisc,, said be plans to dump milk
later this week in surpf.\ﬂ of New
York dairy farmers, Likeness said

| See MILK/Page 3A

some of his neighbors dumped milk
yesterday,

“1 love the people back East for
getting the ball rolling. We've got
{0 be organized. My biggest fear is
not that we won't get the support
we need, but that we won’t be prop-
erly organized,” he said.

Next week, farmers plan to ask
the dairy committee of the Farm
Congress, meeting in St. Louis, to
support the strike, Likeness said. If
the committee supports the strike,
farmers in 30 dairy states would be
Eled;‘zcd to withold milk from mar-

et. “Then we're looking at a true
nationwide strike,” Likeness said

"

Frank Nowicki and CIiff P.
Brunner [photo], both of
Christian Hill near Fly
Creek, joined Stanley
Konchar, and Ben
Eckman of Milford
Center, and others in
dumping milk.

Milk dumping also
occurred in other parts of
NY, Maine and
WISCOoNSIN.  Linda jump, otsego

Correspondent, summer 1986.



CONTINUITY in Stanley Konchar’s Heritage and
52 Years as a Dairy Farmer
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Maine, have dumped milk in sy
port of higher prices and about 10
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Wisc,, said be plans to dump milk
later this week in surpf.\ﬂ of New
York dairy farmers, Likeness said
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day got together to cheer each
ther on in the start of a milk
1o protest low prices.
rank Nowicki of Christian
Hill near Cooperstown, a local
€ orgamzer, got the protest
ing when he turned the valve
t the base of the steel storage
|gank in his milk barm and re-
eased about $250 worth of milk
into a- field. The milk rep-
resented two days of milking 28

" Down the road, Cliff P. Brun-
er flipped the switch to re-
lease milk down a drain and
into a cornfield. both men
said they wanted to give the
milk to the needy, but couldn't “H
find anyone to transport it t
Farmers can't simply refuse to
milk their cows because the ani
mals require daily milkings
Otsego County farmers yes-
terday joined dairymen in other | fai
arts of New York, Maine and |
isconsin in starting what they
hope will become an effective
nationwide strike for higher \
milk prices, The farmers said
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them to produce that amount
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some of his neighbors dumped milk
yesterday,

“1 love the people back East for
getting the ball rolling. We've got
{0 be organized. My biggest fear is
not that we won't get the support
we need, but that we won’t be prop-
erly organized,” he said.

Next week, farmers plan to ask
the dairy committee of the Farm
Congress, meeting in St. Louis, to
support the strike, Likeness said. If
the committee supports the strike,
farmers in 30 dairy states would be
Eled;‘zcd to withold milk from mar-

et. “Then we're looking at a true
nationwide strike,” Likeness said

| went from 80 cents to $2
| in 1965 farmers went on strike

mers dump milk

Nowicki said dairymen are
paid $11.86 per hundredweight

“After deductions, | get $10
per hundredweight. (Consy
ers) are still paying the same
price for milk, but the farmers
are receiving less,” he sai-
d. “As long as progress is be-
ing made (with the strike), |

“We're staging this dumping
to show other farmers we're
willing to take drastic actions. 1
would urge all farmers to join
us. The more that join in, the
sooner we'll get the job done,”

Brunner said
\ he sai Organizer] s hard to
estimate the f farmers
Slﬂiﬂ;'l!in ike from,
tsego, De enango,
Broome and ties yes
terday.

' icki
asked, addh organiza
tional mtelmé:s ere held for
farmers outside of Otsego and

Stanley Konchar, 75, a dairy
in Hill, said
| The strike will be effectve, It
marks the third strike in which
Konchar has participated in 52

After

a milk strike in 1937, Konchar

rice
and

"

 Stanley Konchar,
Slovenian dairy farmer on
Christian Hill.

« His father had been a
coal miner, firstin
Pennsylvania, then in
Kansas, before coming to
Fly Creek area. In 1986,
age 75, he participated in
his third strike in his 52
years as a dairy farmer.
Said he’d dump milk
every day “for as long as

it takes.” (Quinn Interview and
Binghamton Press & Sun Bulletin, 1986.
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