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T [ : Historical
Document into an Educator's

Dream Document
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Difficult Conversations Are Needed

oe Of e  “*leachers typically do not have the luxury of time to explore historical
“_‘eache\'--- repositories in hopes of finding the diamond in the rough or the wow

. document that will help to convey an enduring theme. They wish

° they did, but it is not always the case.

S <
o\eoﬁx\e " Historians know what documents are the diamond in the rough or
pistorien-- the wow document. They know the documents that will leave

_ students’ jaws hanging open or ones that leave students giggling.

<

D\esmeé\\“ When a historian can identify documents and provide the needed
e m'\dd}e"' historical context for the document, teachers can craft these

N documents into learning experiences or supplement existing

" lessons.




Historical Context: Just as important as
the document

@ Providing educators
with the historical

® background

@ surrounding the

@ creation of the

@ document.

«©

- Why s this importan'

This allows educators to
understand the
significance of the
document and possibly
the connection to a
larger state or national
issue.

-

Impact of historical
context...

Teachers start to
identify how a
document might fit into
a particular unit or
instructional plan.

¢

The hard work is done
for a teacher when the
historical background
of a document is
provided. Lesson
planning is the easy
part:)

Time savor...
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What might a document with
historical context look like:
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Condolence letter written by President
Abraham Lincoln, November 21, 1864 to

informed Lincoln that five of Bixby's sons
had died in the Civil War, though only two
had actually died in combat. But there’s an
especial poignancy to the letter because
Lincoln had, by this time, lost two sons of
his own (Edward in 1850 and Willie in
1862).

1942 “sole-survivor policy,” later known

Mrs. Lydia Bixby. The War Department had

Laker

as

Directive 1315.15 Special Separation Policies

for Survivorship.
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Historical background:

This photograph was taken by Matthew Brady, who
became famous for his photographic record of the
Civil War. In this photograph, General Ulysses S.
Grant (seated third from the left) appears with his
military secretary, General Ely Parker, a Tonawanda
Seneca sachem (seated second from the right).

ge g Upon orders from Grant, Parker drew up the

surrender papers that General Robert E. Lee
signed at Appomattox. Parker later became the

= first Native American to be appointed as United
© States Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

* Interesting Note: A Tonawanda Seneca Sachem

worked with Grant to draw up surrender papers.
Parker finished law school, but because he was a
Native American , he was not allowed to take the
bar exam.




) 0000090920200 0202D0000DOCDSIODO

[DENTIFYING THE “WOW”
DOCUMENTS

Find the document
that has a surprise
piece of information
that might motivate
students to keep

exploring.

Find a document
that teaches a
historical theme or
event.

Find a document
that connects local
events with national

events- Backyard

History.
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What theme
or topic
would you
teach using
this
document?

ﬂ

Time Card.
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Due to the need
' for supplies

¢ overseas, during
¢ WWII rationing

¢ wds necessary.

Veek of January 4,

- Subject to change

Cabbage, cottage cheese, peach

Londgy
Tomato, prune, grapefruit juices
Chicken noodle, beef broth soups

1943
by the Cafeteria Manager
0s
208 iﬁg} gu, chee:
half salads.0S casserols
Peanut butter, jam, sliced cheese sand. .05

Spinach
Bread, milk

Noodle, tomato, cheese casserole o

%“hole wkeat, whits bread .02

Milk .03

Dessert - Ice cream, apple, mince ple .08

Tuesday

Tomato, prune, grapefruit juizes .05 Spec:

Vegetable soup .05 5%%%2
Cottage cneese, grapefruit, peach tziads .05  Buttered carrots
Peamut butter, jam, egg salad, cheese sand..05  Cabbage salad
Baked potato putter .CE Slice of cheese
Whole wheat, white bread .02  Bread, milk

Kilk .03

Dessert - Ice cream, appie,lemon pie e

liednesds X .C5 sec 18
Apple, prune, tomato juices °05 h%%sm casserole
Tomatc, chicken noodle scup o5 Ccrn ard Lima beans
Cranberry, grapefruit, gelatin salads ‘05 Bread, milk
Minced ham, peamxl t butter, gam eakdwiches °j5

Spanish casserole

%aiu.n, whote wheat, white bread °8§

¥ilk 2

Dessert - ice cream, berry, chocolate pie +05

Thursdey P

Appie, prune juices .05  Special
Vegetable, beet broth .05  Mexican casserole
Gelatin, spring, peacn half salads .05 Fresh beets
Lettuce, peanut putter, sliced cheese sand..05 koll, milk

Mexican casserole .09
Koil, whole wheat, white bread .02
Milk .03
Dessert - Ice cream,apple pie 003

Friday
Apple, prune juices

Chicken noodle, peef proth soups

Spring slad, cottage cheese,
tgg sidad, peamut butter, sli
Scalloped potatoes

thole wheat, white bread
Milk

.05 S ia 18
.05 Scacﬁaped"?ouue-
.05 Acorn squash

waldorf salads
ced cheese sand..05 Blice of cheese

.10 Jelly
o gg Bread, milk

What evidence o
WWII rationing is

evident in primary
sources such as a

rt - Ice cream.apple, mince pie

@ This included Desse .
i Zecause of the Ifk CREAM SHORTAGE, you are requested to purchase only cafeteria menu?
\ gqso“ne’ metqls’ o:'.:a‘.f;e.lite snd ;et <o have pie 2 ia mode.

0 rUbber’ qnd fOOd The SHORTAGE ot sll Food stutfs mekes it necessary to alter many menus.
i Pie A the impossiblec
——— iease do not a3k end expect
items. Pisase

— Courtesy Vestal Central School District 9
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Discuss with group
the different types
time FOV‘ of documents you
Bredkou might consider
ROOMS  “WOW” documents
YOU have in your
holdings!




Your Turn To Give It A Try..

dentity one document from your noldings that might be a "WOW
document.

Craft important historical background information for the teacher, we will
call it Historical Context
Remember this information :

Motivates teacher and student

Allows teacher to easily infuse doc into lesson

Provides connections to national issues

Submit sample according to instructor’s instructions




: Your Turn....
Go to breakout rooms and

‘'work with your group to ..
~ Share Your
Document
And
Historical Context




- Putting it All Together.

Remember, the goal is fo make
incorporating documents:

o Effortless,

e Desired,
e Applicable to content requirements.




