
  Learning Activity Name: ___________________________________ 

EXTRA – Laura Sherwood Travel Diary 

Laura Sherwood travel diary through upstate New York, 1823 

Below are images of the actual diary 

written by Laura Sherwood in 1823. To 

the right is a transcription of her diary. 

Oct. 4th Mr. S proposed the night before we should rise early and 

take the David S Bates morning boat and sail on the canal to 

Pittsford (sic), 12 miles, return in the evening stage. We took a 

carriage immediately after breakfast but on our arrival at the ferry 

discovered the boat had sailed fifteen minutes before. Our driver 

proposed to take 2 and half miles to overtake the boat. We 

accordingly submitted to this arrangement and succeeded in reaching 

the distance before the boat. We ?? on board and soon had our 

curiosity gratified by ?? ou? of the locks, though not the day 

promised little of entertainment from the company on board and 

submitted myself to a kind of stupor which the monotony of the ???, 

together, 

with the heat occasioned. On arriving at Pittsford (a small but 

growing village on the west side of the canal) Mr. S concluded to 

proceed and return with the other boat. A few miles from Pittsford a 

Mr. Cleveland came on board a businessman polite and 

gentlemanly. Near the same place is the great embankment, raising 

the canal near the height of 70 feet above the ground on both sides 

at the first view it seems incredible that art could do so 

much...together, 

Directions: Summarize Laura’s day in your own words.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Challenge! Use a map of New York to figure out what town Laura and her friends might have been starting 

from on that fall day in 1823.  How far did Laura record they would have to travel to get to Pittsford? ________ 

Use that information to help you figure out where they might have been. 


