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Observe 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
 

Infer 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 
 

Name: ___________________________________ 

 

 

 

Cameras were not invented until the 1800s, so there are no photographs of the American Revolution. Artists 

drew or painted historical events. Many times, these artworks are not historically accurate. Art showing 

historical events is often made to look beautiful, and to communicate ideas. Sometimes it is created many 

years after the actual event. Art was sometimes used to tell a story, rather than report facts.  

Directions: Record your observations below. Use the information from the article and the video to help you 

make inferences - what is happening? Who are the people? Why was this painting made? 

 

Extra – Lines added 

Take a Closer Look 

Questions to gnaw on:  

1. Do you think this painting shows a patriot of loyalist point of view? Why?  

2. How might the artist’s point of view affect how this event is depicted (shown) in the painting?  

3. How would knowing the artist’s point of view help you analyze this painting?  

Artist: John 

Trumbull 

Date: 1821 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closer Look 

  

 

 

Observe 
• Men with white hair 
• two men have red coats and white pants 
• the man in the middle and other men have 

blue coats 
• There is a cannon  
• The man with the red coat is looks like he is 

handing is sword to the man in the blue 
coat 

• There is a tent with an American flag to the 
right 

Infer 
• I infer that the men are soldiers - they seem 

to be wearing uniforms. 
• I know the British wore red coats, so I think 

those two men are British. From the text I 
can infer that the one with the sword is 
Gen. Burgoyne. 

• I know the Americans wore blue. I can infer 
the man in the middle in blue is Gen. Gates. 

• I think this painting shows the surrender of 
Burgoyne 

Artist: John 

Trumbull 

Date: 1821 

 

Name: ___________________________________ 

 

 

 

Cameras were not invented until the 1800s, so there are no photographs of the American Revolution. Artists 

drew or painted historical events. Many times, these artworks are not historically accurate. Art showing 

historical events is often made to look beautiful, and to communicate ideas. Sometimes it is created many 

years after the actual event. Art was sometimes used to tell a story, rather than report facts.  

Directions: Record your observations below. Use the information from the article and the video to help you 

make inferences - what is happening? Who are the people? Why was this painting made? 

 

Extra – Lines added 

Take a Closer Look 
KEY 

Questions to gnaw on:  

4. Do you think this painting shows a patriot of loyalist point of view? Why?  

5. How might the artist’s point of view affect how this event is depicted (shown) in the painting?  

6. How would knowing the artist’s point of view help you analyze this painting?  



 

 

 

 

 

I observe… I infer… I wonder… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Name: ___________________________________ 

 

 

 

Extra – Closer Look   

Large Organizer  

Take a Closer Look 



 

 

 

 

 

I observe… I infer… I wonder… 

 
_____________________________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
 
 

 
_____________________________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
 

 
_____________________________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
______________________ 
 

Name: ___________________________________ 

 

 

 

Extra – Closer Look   

Large Organizer with Lines 

Take a Closer Look 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ___________________________________ 

 

 

 

Extra – Questions to 

Gnaw On Writing Page 

Take a Closer Look 

1. Do you think this painting shows a patriot of loyalist point of view? Why?  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How might the artist’s point of view affect how this event is depicted (shown) in the painting?  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 3. How would knowing the artist’s point of view help you analyze this painting?  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 


